8 REASONS A CHURCH DOES NOT GROW
Perry Noble
QUESTIONS to consider before Mr. Noble’s article:

· Are we really interested in seeing people make a decision to make Jesus their Lord and Savior?

· Are we consistently thinking of things eternal?

· Is growing the church high on our priority list?
1. THE VISION IS NOT CLEAR

If people don’t know where a church is supposed to be going, then it will attempt to go everywhere and eventually wind up nowhere.  Want to run an interesting experiment? Ask people this coming Sunday at your church, “What is our vision?” and see if they give you the same answers or different ones.

OUR VISION
Glorifying God by loving others with the love of Jesus

((
OUR PURPOSE

Glorify God by sharing the Good News of God’s Grace with hurting people and then teaching them to become functioning disciples of Jesus Christ.
2. THE FOCUS IS ON TRYING TO PLEASE EVERYONE

There is no church on the planet that will make everyone happy every single week, and according to the Scriptures that isn’t really supposed to be our obsession. Too many times we become so concerned with offending people that we actually offend Jesus.

3. PASSIONLESS LEADERSHIP

When leaders do what they do for a paycheck and not because it’s their passion, it’s over.  I’ve said this over on my site before: I want difference makers, not paycheck takers. Also, it’s hard to be passionate about a place when a person’s average stay at a church is two years or less.

4. MANUFACTURING ENERGY

If a program is dead in a church, then it needs a funeral and the people need to move on. Investing time, energy, and money into something that is dead will not revive it. Celebrate the fact that “that” program had its day and then move on. Also, quit trying to fire people up over events that you would not attend if you were not on staff.

5. LACK OF PRAYER

Many times we work so hard putting our ideas together that we actually think there is no need for the supernatural power of God to be involved. Prayer should not be the good luck charm that we stick at the beginning or the end of what we do. Rather, it should be our constant desperation to see God do the undeniable among us. Intense desperation often brings undeniable revelation!

6. UNWILLINGNESS TO TAKE RISKS

When our focus becomes to play it safe rather than to do whatever it takes to reach people far from God, it’s over.  Nowhere in the Scriptures did God ever ask anyone to do anything that didn’t involve an “Oh crap” moment. We’ve got to be willing to embrace the uncertain if we want to see the unbelievable.

7. DISOBEDIENCE TO THE SCRIPTURES

Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8

John 20:21: Again Jesus said, “May peace be with you! The Father has sent me. So now I am sending you.
Luke 19:10: The Son of Man came to look for the lost and save them.


2 Corinthians 5:16-20: So from now on we don’t look at anyone the way the world does. At one time we looked at Christ in that way. But we don’t anymore. 17 Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come! 18 It is all from God. He brought us back to himself through Christ’s death on the cross. And he has given us the task of bringing others back to him through Christ. 19 God was bringing the world back to himself through Christ. He did not hold people’s sins against them. God has trusted us with the message that people may be brought back to him. 20 So we are Christ’s official messengers. It is as if God were making his appeal through us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God!
I could go on and on, but we must understand that Jesus didn’t come to earth, live here for 33 years years, give his life for us, and then return to heaven to intercede on our behalf so that we could get in really little circles and talk about ourselves and condemn those who are not as good as us. We are called to reach people for God—period!

8. SELFISH ATTITUDES

Matthew 20:28 says it all. “Be like the Son of Man. He did not come to be served. Instead, he came to serve others. He came to give his life as the price for setting many people free.”
If we are going to be more like Jesus, we’ve got to serve others rather than expecting the church to be our servant all of the time. When a person or group of people refuse to embrace that a call to follow Jesus is a call to serve, then we’ve lost sight of who he is. Eventually, we will make being a Christian all about Jesus following and serving us rather than us taking up our cross and following him!
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