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INTRODUCTION

ATTENTION-GETTER: Husband for sale – remote included.

~

A young man excitedly tells his mother he's fallen in love and going to get married.  He says, “Just for fun, Ma, I'm going to bring over 3 women and you try and guess which one I'm going to marry.” The mother agrees.

The next day, he brings three beautiful women into the house and sits them down on the couch and they chat for a while. He then says, “Okay, Ma, guess which one I'm going to marry.”

She immediately replies, “The one in the middle.”

“That's amazing, Ma.  You're right.  How did you know?”

“I don't like her.”

~

READ Matthew 7:1-6 NIV: ““Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.”

PRAYER
1. Many people today are just plain miserable. And plenty of these miserable people are also extremely critical. I am not sure that they are critical because they are miserable or miserable because they are critical. Whatever the case, we often find ourselves around critical, judgmental people.

2. ILLUSTRATION: Before we are too harsh in judging those scribes and Pharisees of Jesus' day, let's stop and look at ourselves. All too many Christians today go to church to find fault, to gossip, and to criticize. 

Warren Wiersbe, in his book Angry People, wrote, “An incident in the life of Joseph Parker, the great British preacher, illustrates this tragic truth. He was preaching at the City Temple in London. After the service one of the listeners came up to him and said, 'Dr. Parker, you made a grammatical error in your sermon.' He then proceeded to point out the error to the pastor. Joseph Parker looked at the man and said, 'And what else did you get out of the message?' What a fitting rebuke!” 

3. I don't like critical people. I'm not sure that anyone does. They are much like complainers. You just don't like to be around someone who is always critical and complaining. In fact, I have purposely distanced myself from critical, judgmental people.

a. One writer quoted a medical survey concerning chronic complainers. Amazingly, the survey indicated that these chronic complainers seemed to live longer than people who are always sweet and serene. The survey claimed that their cantankerous spirit gives them a purpose for living. Each morning they get up with a fresh challenge to see how many things they can find to grumble about, and they derive great satisfaction from making other people miserable. 

b. The writer questioned the conclusions of the medical survey. He surmised that chronic complainers really don't outlive others, rather it just seems that way to everybody around them. Indeed, it does seem that way. 

4. All of us have known people who were complainers and full of criticism. They had adopted a negative outlook on life. This critical spirit expressed itself in many ways. They were always fault finding, putting other people down, and judging others. They were negative and looked at everything in a negative way. 

a. If we are honest, we have to admit that we do not want to be around people like that, even though we are sometimes tempted to act like that ourselves. 

b. So, when Jesus addressed this issue in the Sermon on the Mount, He was dealing with something that every person must confront. We must confront it in others, and we must confront it in ourselves as well. Having a negative, critical, judgmental attitude is everywhere - even in us. 

5. As we will see, Jesus' teaching is simple and straightforward. He tells us that we must first stop being judgmental. Then He tells us that rather than being judgmental concerning others, we must look to ourselves and evaluate our own lives. 

STOP BEING JUDGMENTAL

7:1-2 NLT: “Stop judging others, and you will not be judged. For others will treat you as you treat them. Whatever measure you use in judging others, it will be used to measure how you are judged.”
1. Many people have misunderstood Jesus admonition concerning judging. When Jesus says that we are not to judge, many people have interpreted that to mean that we are not to engage in any form of analysis or evaluation of others. 

a. In other words, this line of thinking says that we cannot conclude that a person's behavior or lifestyle is wrong, and that they are consequently wrong for engaging in it. Those who would like to justify all manner of evil use this commandment of our Lord to chasten anyone who would take a stand for righteousness. 

b. We live in such an age. For many years there has been an emphasis on tolerance and acceptance. Now, there is nothing wrong with tolerance and acceptance. They are indeed good qualities. But what many mean by them is that we should accept any lifestyle, any act, without careful, critical evaluation. We see this type of thinking reach its pinnacle in the idea of politically correct (PC) speech. Is this what Jesus is talking about? 

c. No. This is a misunderstanding of what Jesus was speaking to. We know this because of what the Scriptures say in so many other places. It is clear, however, that while we may make evaluations of what others do, we are not to tell others what we think about the person’s actions and thus become guilty of the sin of gossip and character assassination. Unless we are a part of the problem or have been invited in to be a part of the solution – zip it!

i. In fact, in the sixth verse of this chapter, Jesus calls us to evaluate the kind of people with whom we are dealing as we seek to share the Gospel. He talks of not giving what is holy to dogs, and of not throwing your pearls before swine. 

ii. Clearly we have to evaluate the kind of people with whom we are dealing to fulfill Jesus' command. 

d. Later, in this same chapter, Jesus says, “Watch out for false prophets! They dress up like sheep, but inside they are wolves who have come to attack you. You can tell what they are by what they do. No one picks grapes or figs from thornbushes.” (15-16 CEV) 

e. Obviously, we must engage in a fruit evaluation if we are going to determine who is a true or false prophet. So, we are called upon to make a judgment about individuals and behaviors. Many other passages also indicate this. 

2. But if Jesus was not talking about refraining from any form of judgment, what was He talking about? 

a. I think it is clear that Jesus was saying that we should not allow ourselves to develop and maintain a critical, judgmental spirit. 

b. He was talking about our attitude toward others. He was talking about our tendency to condemn others without all the facts and to be judgmental and self-righteous. 

3. We all have a tendency to be judgmental at times. Perhaps this is because we feel that to put others down is to lift ourselves up. 

a. It has been said that people tend to judge in others the very things that are wrong in themselves. So, perhaps we are seeking to hide our own inadequacies by pointing out the inadequacies of others. 

b. One thing is clear. Being judgmental is a serious problem – one that all of us must face. 

4. But apart from the reality that none of us likes to be judged and none of us likes to be around judgmental people, there is another and more serious problem with being judgmental. Jesus warns us that those of us who engage in that activity will be judged ourselves. You see, judging others has consequences. 

a. To engage in the reckless judgmental attitudes that Jesus condemns means that we set ourselves up as God. We must remember that God is the ultimate judge of all things. We seldom, if ever, have all the facts. We seldom can look into any situation and really see it for what it is. We certainly cannot look into someone's heart. Only God can do these things. 

b. Therefore, only God is qualified to judge. We can evaluate certain things. And we should. But we must always remember that our evaluation is unreliable. Therefore, we must never engage in the kind of absolute criticism and condemnation that so many people do. When we do, we set ourselves up as God. And Jesus says that you will be judged. 

It was F. B. Meyer, I believe, who once said that when we see a brother or sister in sin, there are two things we do not know: First, we do not know how hard he or she tried not to sin. And second, we do not know the power of the forces that assailed him or her. 
We also do not know what we would have done in the same circumstances. 

5. And Jesus then tells us how we will be judged. The way you judge will become the way you will be judged. In other words, we will get back what we give out. The standard that we hold others to will become the standard by which we are judged. 

a. What standard are you holding others to? Can you live up to that standard? Be careful before you answer that. In fact, perhaps you should not be the one to answer that question at all. 
b. Ask someone who knows you to be honest with you about your attitude and whether you can meet the standard you have set for others. You see, sometimes we tend to be blind to our failures and inconsistencies. That is why Jesus warns us about having a judgmental spirit. 

6. So, the message of Jesus is clear that we are to stop being judgmental. He commands us to eliminate a critical attitude from the way we deal with others. In fact, He is telling us not to focus on others at all. Rather, we should focus on ourselves. 

“Given half a chance, people often crawl out of the boxes into which we've relegated them.”

ILLUSTRATION: For some reason, it is easier to jump to negative conclusions about people than it is to assume the best about them. When we do this, we ascribe to them bad intentions and evil purposes that may not be true. We also reveal something about ourselves, for the faults we see in others are actually are reflection of our own.

7. In his little book Illustrations of Bible Truth, H. A. Ironside pointed out the folly of judging others. He related an incident in the life of a man called Bishop Potter. 

“He was sailing for Europe on one of the great transatlantic ocean liners. When he went on board, he found that another passenger was to share the cabin with him. After going to see the accommodations, he came up to the purser’s desk and inquired if he could leave his gold watch and other valuables in the ship’s safe. He explained that ordinarily he never availed himself of that privilege, but he had been to his cabin and had met the man who was to occupy the other berth. Judging from his appearance, he was afraid that he might not be a very trustworthy person. 

The purser accepted the responsibility for the valuables and remarked, “It’s all right, bishop, I’ll be very glad to take care of them for you. The other man has been up here and left his for the same reason!”

EVALUATE YOUR OWN LIFE

“You can see the speck in your friend's eye, but you don't notice the log in your own eye. How can you say, ‘My friend, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you don't see the log in your own eye?”  (Matthew 7:3-4 NLT) 

1. Rather than looking to others with a critical eye and judging them, we should rather look to ourselves and judge ourselves. Jesus calls us to evaluate our own lives before we even attempt to help others evaluate their lives. Only by evaluating ourselves will we be able to resist the temptation to evaluate others. 

ILLUSTRATION: Jesus gives us an extremely humorous illustration. It is of a person trying to take a speck of sawdust out of someone else's eye when he has a log sticking out of his own. 
Picture, if you will, a person with a beam of wood approximately six feet in length protruding from his eye. As he turns his head from side to side this beam of wood flattens people left and right. 
How is that sort of person ever going to be able to even see a tiny speck of sawdust in someone else's eye? As they tried to approach the other person, the log sticking out of their own eye would knock the other person over. 
It is obviously ridiculous that someone in that condition should criticize someone else for having a speck of sawdust in his eye. This is the picture Jesus paints. 

a. Obviously, what He is saying is that we should first look to ourselves. Evaluate your own life. Look at your own faults. Examine your own sins. Be honest with yourself about your own condition. Deal with you first. 

b. So many of us need to look at our own hearts. Often, we live under an illusion that our hearts are right and pure when they are not. Until we see our own heart, it will be easy to judge others. 

“You pretender! First take the piece of wood out of your own eye. Then you will be able to see clearly to take the bit of sawdust out of your friend's eye.”  (7:5 NiRV) 

2. Jesus tells us that unless we are willing to deal with our own situation, we are nothing but a pretender, a hypocrite. If you really want to help others, the first thing you must do is to take the piece of wood out of your own eye. Only if you do this can you then be able to see clearly to take the sawdust out of your friend’s eye. 

a. This is an extremely important principle. By obeying this principle, we will be able to avoid the critical, judgmental attitude that causes us to condemn others. 

b. You see, when we truly see ourselves, we are less tempted to desire to judge anyone else. 

c. When we truly see ourselves, we become aware that we need mercy, not judgment. If we were judged, even fairly, then we would be condemned. 

d. Therefore, we should treat others, as we would want to be treated ourselves. (Golden Rule)

3. Do you want others to give you the benefit of the doubt? Then give it to them. Do you want others to think well of you, even when they do not understand you? Then do the same for them. Do you want others to criticize you or encourage you? 

· If you want to be encouraged instead of criticized, then try to be an encourager yourself.

ILLUSTRATION: Faultfinding is not difficult. Isaac Murray illustrates this in his story on how a dog hitched to a lawn mower stopped pulling to bark at a passerby. The boy who was guiding the mower said, “Don’t mind the dog, he is just barking for an excuse to rest. It is easier to bark than to pull the mower.”

· And isn’t that true when it comes to many in the church. It’s easier to criticize and complain than it is to evaluate ourselves and be actively involved in the Lord’s work.

CONCLUSION

1. Jesus calls us to love one another, to seek the highest good for one another, and to build up one another.

a. Judgmental attitudes tear others down. A critical spirit discourages others. This is why Jesus deals with this kind of attitude. 

b. This kind of attitude has no place in the church. It has no place in the life of a Christian. Instead, we need to do what we are told in Hebrews 3:13 NIRV: But build one another up every day. Do it as long as there is still time. Then none of you will become stubborn. You won't be fooled by sin's tricks.

2. If you find this attitude in yourself, ask God to give you the ability to take a good long look at you. Ask Him to show you your heart and your hang-ups. Ask Him to enable you to pull the log out of your own eye first.

3. PRAYER/INVITATION
ILLUSTRATION: In Max Lucado’s book, “In the Eye of the Storm”, he shares an interesting real life illustration about a fishing trip with his best friend and his dad. The weather didn’t cooperate and they were stuck in their camper for days. Needless to say, even though best friends, they began to fuss and feud. Reason: They were not able to do what they had come to do. Listen to how Max illustrates this to real life and to the church:

“I learned a hard lesson that week. Not about fishing, but about people. When those who are called to fish don’t fish, they fight.

When energy intended to be used outside is used inside, the result is explosive. Instead of casting nets, we cast stones. Instead of extending helping hands, we point accusing fingers. Instead of being fishers of the lost, we become critics of the saved. Rather than helping the hurting, we hurt the helpers.

The result? Church Scrooges. “Bah humbug” spirituality. 

Beady eyes searching for warts on others while ignoring the warts on the nose below. Crooked fingers that bypass strengths and point out weaknesses.

Split churches. Poor testimonies. Broken hearts. Legalistic wars. And, sadly, poor go unfed, confused go uncounseled, and lost go unreached.

When those who are called to fish don’t fish, they fight.

But note the other side of this fish tale: When those who are called to fish, fish—they flourish!

Nothing handles a case of the gripes like an afternoon service project. Nothing restores perspective better than a visit to a hospital ward. Nothing unites soldiers better than a common task.

Leave soldiers inside the barracks with no time on the front line and see what happens to their attitude. The soldiers will invent things to complain about. Bunks will be too hard. Food will be too cold. Leadership will be too tough. The company will be too stale. Yet place those same soldiers in the trench and let them duck a few bullets, and what was a boring barracks will seem like a haven. The beds will feel great. The food will be almost ideal. The leadership will be courageous. The company will be exciting.

When those who are called to fish, fish—they flourish!

Jesus knew that.

When (Jesus) arrived at Bethsaida, he was sorrowful, tired, and anxious to be alone with the disciples. No one would have blamed him had he dismissed the crowds a second time. No one would have criticized him had he waved away the people. But he didn’t. Later he would. Later he would demand their departure and seek solitude.

But not before he “healed their sick”﻿ and taught them “many things.”﻿﻿ Self was forgotten … others were served … and stress was relieved.

Make a note of that. The next time the challenges “outside” tempt you to shut the door and stay inside, stay long enough to get warm. Then get out. When those who are called to fish don’t fish, they fight.
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